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 Certification: 

I, Lisa Ross, Clerk of Polk County, hereby certify 
that the above is a true and correct copy of a 
resolution that was adopted on the   17th     day 
of   August       , 2021 by the Polk County Board 
of Supervisors. 
 

 
Lisa Ross 
County Clerk, Polk County  

 Committee Environmental Services 
 Recommended 
 Not Recommended 
 Neutral 

Resolution No. 36-21 

RESOLUTION TO AMEND POLK COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 26 
(REGULATING ACTIVITIES ON COUNTY FOREST ) 

 
 

TO THE POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 1 
 2 
WHEREAS, Polk County Forest provides a variety of uses that are 3 

regulated by numerous ordinances contained in the Polk County Code of 4 
Ordinances as well as the approved Polk County Comprehensive Forest Plan 5 
2021-2035.   6 
 7 

WHEREAS, In 1936, Polk County established the Polk County Forest and 8 
the uses allowed within the forest within resolution 2-36.  Since 1936, 9 
ordinances have been revised and updated thru the passage of resolutions, 10 
including resolution numbers:16-77, 32-77, 37-78, 44-87, 23-96, 30-21(now 11 
Section #26-27 thru Section #26-52 of the Polk County Code of Ordinances)  12 

 13 
WHEREAS,  Chapter 26 of the Polk County Code of ordinances, captures 14 

the ordinances contained in past resolutions but are in need of revision to align 15 
the Polk County Ordinances with changes in: State Statue, policy, and to 16 
advance outdoor recreation opportunities. 17 

 18 
WHEREAS, The Environmental Services Committee recognizes the need 19 

to promote recreational uses while protecting the multiuse assets affiliated 20 
with the County Forest. 21 
 22 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Polk County Board of 23 
Supervisors approves the amendments to Polk County Code of Ordinances 24 
Section #26-27 thru section #26-52, as recommended by the Environmental 25 
Services Committee and attached, attached hereto. 26 

 27 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Polk County 28 

Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan, 2021-2035 and Chapter 26 of the Polk 29 
County Code of Ordinances  will be amended to reflect the amended County 30 
Code Section #26-27 thru #26-52.  31 
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Chapter 26 PARKS AND RECREATION 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

Sec. 26-1. Definitions. 

The following words and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to 
them in this section, except where the context otherwise requires.  

All-terrain vehicle shall be defined pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 340.01(2g).  

Campground means any tract of land designated by the county exclusively for camping purposes.  

Camping means the use of any shelter such as a tent, trailer, motor vehicle,RV tarpaulin, bed roll or sleeping 
bag for temporary residence or sleeping purposes.  

Camping party means any individual, family, unorganized group, or juvenile group occupying a campsite.  

Camping unit means a single shelter used for camping by a camping party, except those used exclusively for 
dining purposes.  

Campsite means a portion of a campground which is designated for use by a camping unit.  

Canoe campground means a campground along a waterway for use by persons traveling by water.  

Closed shelter means any building or structure capable of being closed to public access and reserved for 
public or private group activities.  

County forest means all lands owned or leased by the county that are managed under Wis. Stats. ch. 28.  

Emergency means a state of exigency which requires that immediate action be taken to protect life or 
property.  

Family means a parent or parents with their unmarried children and not more than two lineal relatives or 
two guests.  

Group campground means a campground which is designated for use by organizational groups.  

Juvenile group means a group composed of juvenile members of an established organization and under the 
leadership of at least one competent, mature adult for each ten juveniles in the group.  

Off-highway motorcycle means a 2-wheeled motor vehicle that is straddled by the operator, that is equipped with 
handlebars, and that is designed for use off a highway, regardless of whether it is also designed for use on 
highway.  “Off –highway motorcycle does not include an electric bicycle as defined under s. 340.01 (15ph) 

 

Park includes all lands and water acquired by the county for park or recreational purposes and includes parks 
on county land managed under Wis. Stats. ch. 28.11 The term "park" includes all grounds, structures and 
watercourses which are or may be located within any area dedicated to the public use as a park, parkway, 
recreation facility, playground, beach, trail or conservancy area in the county.  

Primitive campground means a campground or area with minimal or no improvements, where camping may 
be permitted, accessible by hiking or by watercraft.  
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Special use area and wayside means and includes all lands and waters, other than parks acquired by the 
county for special recreational or other purposes.  

Snowmobile means an engine-driven vehicle that is manufactured solely for snowmobiling, that has an 
endless belt tread and sled-type runners, or skis, to be used in contact with snow but does not include such a 
vehicle that is any of the following: 

 A vehicle that has inflatable tires. 
 A vehicle that is driven by a 4 horsepower or less and that is operated in sanctioned races, derives, 
competitions or exhibitions or only on private property. Wis Stat. 340.01 (58a) (b) 
 

Trapping means and includes the taking, or the attempting to take, of any wild animal by means of setting or 
operating any device, mechanism or contraption that is designated, built or made to close upon, hold fast or 
otherwise capture a wild animal or animals. The term "trapping" does not include live traps on a person's property.  

Unorganized group means a camping party composed of a group of five or less persons who are seven years 
of age or older.  

(Res. No. 23-96, § I(12-1-1(a), (b)), 3-19-1996) 

Secs. 26-2—26-20. Reserved. 

ARTICLE II. COUNTY FORESTS 

Sec. 26-21. County forest reserve boundaries. 

The county board has determined that for the purpose of proper and complete identification of all lands 
which are a part of the county forest, such forest boundaries for each and every forest shall be designated by a 
resolution of the county board and such boundaries shall be designated on an official county forestry map.   A copy 
of which is on file in the office of the county clerk and the forest administrator’s office. 

(Res. No. 2-36, § I, 2-13-1936) 

Sec. 26-22. Administrators designated. 

Pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 28.11 (3)(a) the environmental services committee of the county board is 
designated to administer the county forests.  

(Res. No. 2-36, § II, 2-13-1936) 

Sec. 26-23. County Forest Law   

(a) Upon certification of lands for entry under County Forest Law Wis Stat. 28.11(4) by the committee the forest 
administrator shall proceed to fill out the prescribed forms for each description of land to be entered, as 
required by the state department of natural resources, within the date limits prescribed by the WDNR for 
each year's application. Applications to enter lands under the County Forest law require an approved 
resolution from the County Board. 

(b) Lands within the County Forest blocking boundary will not normally be considered for withdrawal from the 
County Forest Law. Applications for the purchase of these lands by the private sector will be discouraged by the 
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committee unless a greater public benefit can be demonstrated. If, in the opinion of the committee and county 
board, the land will be put to better and higher use and will benefit people of the county and State to a greater 
extent by being withdrawn from the County Forest Law program, the County should follow the withdrawal 
procedure as outlined by the Public Lands Handbook.  The legal means by which counties may apply for 
withdrawal of lands from County Forest status is provided by s. 28.11(11).  First, the County Forest Administrator 
will communicate the date and time of the Environmental Services Committee where the proposed withdraw 
will be on the agenda.  At that meeting, DNR personnel and the County will discuss the proposed withdrawal and, 
if approved by the Committee, the withdrawal will be recommended by the Committee by resolution to the 
County Board.  If approved by the Board by the necessary 2/3 majority, the application is prepared by the county 
and submitted to the appropriate DNR designee.  The DNR may ask for additional information from the County.  
Pending the results of any investigatory hearings deemed advisable, the DNR will act on the withdrawal 
application. If the application is denied, the County may appeal as provided in s. 28.11(11) (a) 4. Wis. Stats. 

(c) All funds paid to the county from the state department of natural resources under Wis. Stats. § 59.98 as 
forest aid funds are to be maintained in a separate account designated as “State Aid"  

(Res. No. 2-36, §§ IV, V, 2-13-1936) 

Sec. 26-24. Improvement cuttings and timber sales. 

(a)     Timber Permit 
(1) The committee shall require sealed bids on the purchase of timber in all cases where the appraised 

stumpage value exceeds $3,000.00. 
(2) No person or entity shall cut remove, transport, or harvest in any manner timber without a permit or  

authorization. 
(3) Permits issued for harvesting timber are subject to the following conditions: 
Permit holder is strictly limited to the harvesting activities and conditions specified in the permit 
Timber or other forest products may not be removed from the permit area until they are paid for 
according to the contract/permit.  

 
(b)    Firewood and other forest products permits. 

(1) Permits are issued based upon the approved fee schedule. 
(2) Permits are revocable at the county’s discretion. 
(3) Permits are non-transferable and non-refundable. 
(4) Forest products shall be harvested only in area(s) designated on the permit 
(5) Forest Products shall be harvested within the period stated on the permit.  After the permit expires, the 

permit and any rights shall be revoked. 
(6) Forest products harvested shall not be resold and shall be used for personal use only. 
(7) Permit holder shall personally or in conjunction with the permit holder’s household family harvest forest 

products under the permit. 
(8) Permit holders shall have the permit in his/her possession when harvesting and transporting forest 

products. 
(9) Use of ATV’s UTV’s, tractors, skidders, or other timber harvesting equipment is prohibited. 
(10) Permit holder and anyone working in conjunction with the permit holder shall indemnify and hold  

harmless the County, its offices agents, employees, and members, from and against all claims arising out 
of or related to the harvesting forest products. 

(11) Permit holder shall be responsible for any damages to county property while harvesting forest products 
under a permit. 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestManagement/documents/24605.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/28/11/4/c
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(12)Permits are not issued for wild ginseng, any form of birch products outside of a timber permit or 
firewood permit, plants, shrubs, seedlings, or spruce boughs. 

 

Sec. 26-25. Timber theft and other prohibited conduct 

This section applies to but is not limited to timber sale theft as well as illegal buildings structures, septic systems, 
farming, shooting lanes and unnecessary removal of vegetation.  This section does not apply to legitimate public 
use of the forest such as hunting, fishing, walking, or other recreational uses  

The county will actively investigate all suspected cases of encroachments on the County Forest.   

 (a)  The county will establish property boundaries; if necessary, a legal survey will be conducted. 

 (b)  The county will gather all facts.  

(c)  The Committee, in consultation with applicable staff including but not limited to the forest administrator, county 

legal counsel, and the DNR, will decide as to the disposition of the case.

Sec. 26-27. Forest recreational use restrictions. 

(a) Public use areas to be designated. The committee may designate suitable areas within county-owned forest 
for campsites and picnic grounds and is authorized to provide needed conveniences, including wells and 
sanitary facilities, such areas shall be for public use without charge. Use of campgrounds and other county 
facilities shall be in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.  

(b) Refuse removal. Campers and picnic parties must leave grounds in orderly and sanitary condition. All refuse 
must be burned, buried, or placed in receptacles provided for that purpose. All dumping of rubbish is 
forbidden.  

(c) Damage to vegetation and improvement prohibited. No trees or shrubs shall be cut, dug up, removed or 
mutilated. Destruction or damage of improvements is prohibited. No person shall disturb vandalize, damage, 
deface, remove, attach to or destroy and trees, shrubs, plants, rocks, gravel, sand, berms or other natural 
materials. 

(d) Vehicle use. The following restrictions shall apply to the extent indicated at all times:  

(1) No activity by motorcycles is allowed on county forest land  

(2) All-terrain vehicles (ATVs) may be operated in county forest land on designated trails only.  

(3) Licensed four-wheel vehicles may be operated in county forest land on access roads, tote roads, 
logging trails, and fire lanes.  Licensed vehicles are not allowed on roads, trails and fire lanes that are 
closed with gates berms or other closure mechanisms. 

(4)  Licensed 4-WHEEL VEHICLES SUCH AS: trucks and automobiles (SEE CH 340: NOT TO INCLUDE ATV/UTV’s, 
electric vehicles, and snowmobiles, ETC.) may be operated in County Forest Lands on tote roads, logging 
trails, fire lanes. 

(5) All ATV’s and UTV’s must be registered or licensed to ride on Polk County Forest Lands. 
(6) From April 1 until the Friday of Memorial Day weekend, all Polk County Forest Land trails are closed to 

ATV/UTV use, including segments of trail that may traverse Town, State, or private lands. 
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(7) From the Friday of Memorial Day weekend through September 15th, you may operate your ATV/UTV 
only on DESIGNATED county forest roads and trails.  Only machines meeting the State definition of an 
ATV/UTV are allowed on the trails.  All other trails and forest roads are closed to ATV’s and UTV’s.  

(8) From JULY 1 through November 30, you may operate, your ATV/UTV on existing ATV/UTV trails and 
county forest roads that are at least 8-feet wide and are not gated, signed, or bermed.  

(9) From December 1 through March 31, you may ride your ATV/UTV on DESIGNATED winter use ATV/UTV 
trails when there is a 4” of groomed snow.   

(10) County staff will manage, inspect, and monitor trails.  Trails may be closed at any time for maintenance, 
logging activities, or to stop or prevent environmental or property damage.  

(11) The speed limit on all designated county forest roads and trails is 25-MPH.   
(12) Your ATV/UTV must be equipped with a U.S. Forest Service tested, and approved spark arrestor that is 

in working order. 
(13) You may NOT operate your ATV/UTV in a reckless manner, without regard to other persons or their 

property, and such that injury and property damage is likely to occur.  You may NOT pursue any wild or 
domestic animal or livestock with the intent of harassing the animal. 

(14) You may NOT operate your ATV/UTV in any wetlands or within 50-feet of the ordinary high-water mark 
or any surface water, unless on a designated trail.  

(15) You may NOT operate your ATV/UTV when County or State emergency fire regulations are in effect, or 
when WDNR wildfire danger is posted at RED FLAG ALERT. 

(16) You may NOT operate your ATV/UTV on trails or roads that have been gated, signed or bermed as 
closed to motorized vehicles.  

(17) No off-trail riding is allowed.  

 

(e) Restrictions during periods of fire danger;. The following restriction apply during periods of fire danger:  

(1) Campfires will be prohibited during periods of high and very high fire danger. 

(2) During periods of extreme fire danger when the department of natural resources has implemented a 
"red flag alert”. Logging activities, motorized vehicle use, and campfires will be suspended  

(3) Campfires are allowed on County Forest lands while burning restrictions are not in affect. 

(4) Unauthorized burning of debris will not be permitted on County Forest Lands pursuant to s. 26.12(5), Wis. 
Stats. 

(5) For fires in the county forest, fires shall not exceed three feet in diameter and shall be surrounded by 
at least three feet of mineral soil. 

Sec. 26-29. Tree stand use regulations. 

(a) The construction, occupation or use of any elevated device such as but not limited to deer stands, wooden 
platforms or hanging seats is prohibited on any county forest land except as otherwise provided in this 
section.  

(b) Portable tree stands may be used and remain placed during the time frame from September 1 to January 31 
provided that the placement, usage or removal of such tree stand causes no damage to trees.  

(c) No person may place, use or own an unoccupied tree stand on county forest land unless the owner's 
department of natural resources customer identification number, or the owner's name and address, is 
written in the English language, attached to the tree stand in a manner so it is clearly visible to a person 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/26/12/5/b
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standing on the ground, and kept legible at all times. Any tree stand that does not contain such marking must 
be removed each day at the close of hunting hours.  

(d) Pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 66.0113, the county forest administrator is designated and authorized to issue 
citations for violations of the above provisions in conformity with the provisions of chapter 2, article IV, 
division 2.  

(e) Any tree stand located on county forest land contrary to the provisions of this section shall be deemed 
abandoned property, subject to removal by the county forest administrator and subject to disposition in 
accordance with state law.  

(f)      Game Cameras are allowed if they are fastened in a way not to damage trees and have secured a department                      
 natural resources customer identification number. 
 

(Ord. No. 54-17, 8-15-2017) 

 
Sec. 26-30. Ground Blind use regulations.  
 
A person may install, occupy, or use any ground blind under the following conditions:  
 
(a) Ground blind shall not be bolted, nailed, or screwed to any tree.  
(b) Ground blinds shall be installed no earlier than one week prior to the earliest designated bear or 

deer hunting season and removed no later than one week following the end of the latest bear or 
deer hunting season.  

(c)  Ground blinds may be installed and left unoccupied as long as the owner’s Department of 
Natural Resources identification number or owner’s name and address is attached in a clearly 
visible manner to such blind, printed in English, and kept legible at all times.  

(d)  Any tree stands or ground blind that is not marked appropriately or is not timely removed shall 
be deemed abandoned property and subject to removal and disposition by Department in 
accordance with applicable state law. 

 
(Ord. No. 54-17, 8-15-2017) 

Sec 26-31  Equestrian Use.  
 
It is unlawful for any person to ride or possess a horse in any park, wayside or special use area except in designated 

places.  
(a)  No person shall ride, lead, or cause a horse to be on any beach, swim area, or picnic area unless expressly 

authorized. 
(b) No person shall ride or lead a horse in a careless, negligent or reckless manner so as to endanger the life 

or property of others.  
(c)  No person shall ride, lead, or cause a horse to be on any designated trail when the trail is closed.  
(d)           Horses are allowed anywhere on the county forest except on designated ATV Trails, Ice age trail and  

within 50 feet of a stream, lake, or wetland.  The exception to this is when watering a horse and also 
when on a designated or developed equestrian trail.  



 
 

 
    Created: 2021-05-20 13:58:55 [EST] 
Codification codified through Res. No. 34-20, adopted on October 20, 2020 

 
Page 7 of 11 

Sec 26-32 Hunting.   

(a)The Polk County Forest is open to hunting except for Apple River Park.  All State hunting restrictions apply. 

(b)No person shall remove trees to create any shooting lanes. 

 

Sec 26-33 Snowmobiles 
 
(a)Snowmobiles: Ride snowmobiles on designated trails except between December 1st and March 31st when there 
is at least six (6) inches of snow.  
(b)Approved snowmobile trails. All snowmobile trails that receive State funding under Ch. 350 and are sponsored 
by Polk County Parks Department on trails in which an agreement exist to use private land for snowmobile trails. 
These trails are designated on the official County snowmobile map. 

(c) Snowmobile route. A highway designated for use by snowmobile operators adopted by the respective town or 
municipality and posted with signs by area snowmobile clubs. 

(d)) Snowmobile trail. A marked trailway on public property or on private property, subject to public easement or 
lease, designated for use by operators of snowmobiles by Polk County Parks Department, but excluding highways 
except those highways on which the roadway is not normally maintained for other vehicular traffic by the removal 
of snow. 

(e) Official trail opening. That date selected by the Polk County Parks Department in conjunction with the Polk 
County Snowmobile Council. 

(f) No person shall operate a snowmobile contrary to state laws or regulations. 

(g) Official trail closing. That date selected by the Polk County Parks Department in conjunction with the Polk 
County Snowmobile Council. 

 

 
 

Secs. 26-30—26-46. Reserved. 

ARTICLE III. PARK USE REGULATIONS

Sec. 26-47. Applicability; enforcement officials. 

The provisions of this article shall apply in addition to the forest use regulations provided in article II of this 
chapter. In the event of conflicting provisions, the stricter shall apply. These regulations may be enforced by any 
authorized employee of the county or any law enforcement officer.  

(Res. No. 23-96, § I(12-1-1(d)), 3-19-1996) 

Sec. 26-48. Purpose and intent. 

The county has enacted these provisions to protect the parks, parkways, recreational facilities, county forest, 
watercourses, and conservancy areas within the county from injury, damage or desecration.  
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(Res. No. 23-96, § I(12-1-1(a)), 3-19-1996) 

Sec. 26-49. Use regulations. 

The following use regulations shall apply in all designated county parks and recreational areas:  

(1) Park hours. All parks, special use areas and waysides shall be open to the public throughout the year 
during the hours between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. each day. No person may enter or be on such lands 
outside of those hours except for campers in or those who are in route to designated campgrounds or 
persons transporting watercraft to and from designated boat landings.  

(2) Littering. No person shall litter, dump or deposit any rubbish, refuse, earth or other material in any 
park.  

(3) Sound devices. No person through the means of sound amplifiers, instruments devises, or any other 
activities produce unnecessary sounds or noise which may annoy or disturb a person or interfere with a 
person’s enjoyment. 

(4) Bill posting. No person shall post, paste, fasten, paint or attach any placard, bill, notice, sign or 
advertising matter upon any structure, tree or other natural object in any park, except park regulations 
and other signs authorized by the county department of forestry, parks and trails.  

(5) Removal of park equipment prohibited. No person shall remove benches, bleachers, seats, tables or 
other park equipment from any park.  

(6) Fires. No person shall start, tend or maintain a fire except in personal grills or designated fireplaces. 
Personal grills shall be used only in designated picnic areas. The use of personal grills is permitted, 
provided lawns and vegetation are not endangered. Unburned fuel and ashes shall be disposed of in 
such a manner as to prevent fire or damage to any park property.  

(7) Wildlife. No person shall kill, injure or disturb or attempt to injure or disturb waterfowl, birds or 
animals, wild or domestic, within any park, except as permitted by this chapter.  

(8) Vegetation and improvements. No person shall climb any tree or remove flowers or fruit, wild or 
cultivated, or break, cut down, trample upon, remove or in any manner injure, deface, write upon or ill 
use any tree, shrub, flower, flower bed, turf, soil, sand, fountain, ornament, building, structure, 
apparatus, bench, table, official notice, sign, fence, or other property within any park. No person shall 
remove any device for the protection of trees or shrubs.  

(9) Sanitary facilities. No person shall deface, by throwing stones, pebbles or other debris in any of the 
toilets, bubblers or other sanitary facilities located in any county park  

(10) Graffiti. No personal shall deface by drawing with crayon, chalk, paint, or anything else on any of the 
buildings or equipment at any county park; or deface the equipment by means of a sharp instrument.  

(11) Hunting. No person may hunt on park lands unless posted as open to hunting.  

(12) Trapping. The trapping of wild animals is hereby prohibited in county parks, unless posted as open to 
trapping.  

(13) Fish cleaning. Except in designated areas, cleaning of fish in shelters, toilet facilities or picnic areas is 
prohibited in all county parks.  

(14) Vehicle use. Except for authorized maintenance vehicles, no person shall operate an unlicensed or 
licensed motorized vehicle outside of areas specifically designated as parking areas or areas where the 
operation of such vehicles is specifically permitted. Motor vehicles are restricted to the roads and 
drives and parking areas. No motor vehicles of any nature may be used on the seeded areas except 
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vehicles which have county department of forestry, parks and trails authorization for shows, rides or 
exhibits and then only for the purpose of loading and unloading.  

(15) Speed limits. No person shall operate any vehicle in a county park in excess of 15 miles per hour unless 
otherwise posted.  

(16) Reckless driving. No person shall operate a motor vehicle in a reckless manner in any of the public 
parks of the county.  

(17) Parking. No person shall park any motor vehicle in any park in the county except in a designated 
parking area.  

(18) Trail use. It is unlawful to use trails at any time or for any purpose other than those posted. No person 
shall ride snowmobiles on designated trails except between December 1 and March 31 when there is 
six inches of snow. No person shall drive any motorized vehicles such as cars, trucks, or go-carts, on any 
trail at any time or operate off-road motorcycles on a designated trail.  

(19) Controlled substances. Possessing, using or dispensing of a controlled substance in violation of state 
law is prohibited in all county parks.  

(20) Vendors. No person shall sell, vend or give away in any county park any article of merchandise 
whatever, without a written permit from the county department of forestry, parks and trails.  

(21) Smoking. No person shall smoke or hold a lighted cigarette, cigar or pipe in any no smoking area within 
any park, or in any other area in any park where notices prohibiting smoking are posted.  

(22) Fireworks, rockets and other explosives devices. It is unlawful for any person to possess, fire, discharge, 
explode or set off any squib, cracker or other explosive or pyrotechnic device containing powder or 
other combustible or explosive material within the boundaries of any park, wayside or special use 
areas, except by permission of the county department of forestry, parks and trails.  

(23) Firearms. Except to the extent permitted by state law, it is unlawful for any person to have in his 
possession or under his control in any park, wayside or special use area any firearm or air gun as 
defined in Wis. Stats. § 939.22(2) or any bow, crossbow or slingshot, unless it is unstrung and enclosed 
in a carrying case. This prohibition shall not apply during established state hunting seasons.  

(24) Pets. It is unlawful for any person to allow pet animals to enter any public building, bathing beach, 
picnic ground or playground within any park, wayside or special use area, or to allow them to run at 
large at any time in parks, waysides or special use areas, or otherwise contrary to posting. Subject to 
the conditions expressed such animals shall be permitted upon lands under the control of the county 
department of forestry, parks and trails, provided that they are kept on a leash no longer than eight 
feet and under the owner's control at all times. Persons shall not allow their pet animals to deprive or 
disrupt the enjoyment or use of any area by other persons.  

(25) Boundary buoy. It is unlawful to swim beyond, disturb, vandalize or damage a bathing beach boundary 
buoy, dam marker buoy or other markers or buoys in any swimming area, adjacent to any dam, or in 
any other such marked area in any park, wayside or special use area.  

(26) Closed areas. It is unlawful to enter on lands closed to public use. Notices establishing closure shall be 
posted in such locations as will reasonably bring them to the attention of the public.  

(27) Fees and charges. The environmental services committee shall have the authority to establish such fees 
as deemed necessary for use of any park facility, shelter or land area. It is unlawful to use such areas 
without payment of such fee or charge when required.  

(Res. No. 23-96, § I(12-1-1(c)), 3-19-1996)
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Sec. 26-50. Campground regulations. Developed Campground 

(a) Permitted camping. During the camping season, camping shall be allowed only at designated campsites.  

(b) Camping limit. No person shall camp and no camping unit shall remain in a campground for a period in 
excess of 14 nights in succession. Thereafter, the camping unit must be removed from the property for at 
least one night before the camping party is eligible to return.  

(c) Campsite occupancy. It is unlawful for more than one camping party to occupy a single campsite, except that 
up to ten members of a juvenile group may occupy a campsite, using any number of camping units, on 
properties which do not have a designated group campground area. Not more than one recreational trailer, 
motor home, or pickup camper may occupy a campsite. Campsite occupancy is not required at any specific 
time during the registration period.  

(d) Campsite changes. No registered camping party shall move from its assigned campsite to another campsite 
in a designated campground without prior approval of the caretaker.  

(e) Campsite registration. Campers shall register with the park caretaker before setting up camp unless 
otherwise posted. Registration for a campsite must be made by a member of the camping party. One person 
per campsite may register for a maximum of two sites. Under no circumstances will refunds be granted.  

(f) Camping permit expiration. All camping permits expire at 2:00 p.m. on the last day of the permit period.  

(g) Campsite and campground hours. No camping party shall set up or take down its camping unit between the 
hours of 10:00 p.m. and the following 6:00 a.m. except with authorization of the department or in case of an 
emergency. With the exception of registered campers, no person shall be allowed in campground areas 
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and the following 6:00 a.m. except in case of an emergency.  

(h) Campsite parking. It is unlawful to park any motor vehicle at any campsite except upon the gravel parking 
area therein provided, and no more than two motor vehicles shall be permitted at any one campsite 
including the camping unit if it is a motor vehicle.  

(i) Campsite use. Except the campground reservations available for some designated campsites, campsite use 
shall be on a first-come, first-serve basis.  

(j) Camping violations. The violation of any law or county ordinance by any member of a camping party shall 
constitute cause for revocation of the camping permit for the campsite in question.  

(Res. No. 23-96, § I(12-1-3), 3-19-1996) 

 
Dispersed Camping County Forest 

(a) Overnight camping, including tents, trailers, cars and trucks, portable hunting or fishing cabins, may be 
permitted in the County Forest outside of designated camping areas without charge for a period not to 
exceed 14 days cumulative time in any given calendar year. Camping on the County Forest must be for 
recreational purposes only. No person may reside on County Forest land. Camping on the County Forest 
as a means of establishing a place of residence is not allowed. Any person who violates the rules and 
regulations of this chapter or of good conduct, including without limitation cutting or defacing timber, 
carelessness with fire, violation of game and fishing laws of the State, or improper disposal of garbage and 
litter, disorderly conduct, or threatening behavior shall be subject to ejection from the County Forest and 
subject to the penalties provided by County and State law.  

(b) No camping is allowed within 50 feet of any waterbody, ATV/UTV, snowmobile ski, bike. snowshoe or 
hiking trail while such trail is open for its intended use. 

(c) Permission is required by the Department to camp outside of designated campgrounds. 
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(d) Camping unit must be set up outside the right-of-way of any public road. Camping units or vehicles may 
not block travel on any road or trail. 

(e) Damage to vegetation or landforms is prohibited except to build an adequate fire ring. Driving of screws, 
nails, bolts or the like into trees is prohibited. 

(f) Campsite must be clear of all debris/litter upon vacating the site.  All material brought in must be carried 
out and properly disposed of. 

(g) All human waste must be buried a minimum of 6-8 inches deep and a minimum of 50’ from any road or 
trail and 200 feet from any water body.  Please pack out all toilet paper and feminine hygiene products. 

(h) Any camping unit that has a septic holding tank must empty septic at an approved dumping facility.  No 
holding tank contents may be dumped on the ground or in any waterbody. 

(i) Camp site must be returned to as near a natural condition as possible upon vacating site. 
(j) No person except authorized personnel, may park, stop, abandon, or leave (attended or unattended) any 

vehicle in any matter that blocks obstruct, or limits use of any roadway or trail Unless authorized, any 
vehicle that is left unattended for 48 hours or more may be deemed abandoned property constituting a 
public nuisance and be subject to removal and disposition by Department in accordance with applicable 
state law. 

(k) This section does not include developed special recreation areas where no camping is permitted. 

Sec. 26-51. Boating regulations. 

Wis. Stats. §§ 30.50 through 30.80, exclusive of any provisions therein relating to the penalties to be imposed 
or the punishment for violation of the statutes, are hereby adopted and by reference made a part of this section as 
if fully set forth herein. Any acts required to be performed or prohibited by the statute incorporated herein by 
reference is required or prohibited by this section.  

(Res. No. 23-96, § I(12-1-2), 3-19-1996) 

Sec. 26-52. Violations and penalties. 

Any person violating the elements of these sections will be subject to the State of Wisconsin Uniform Deposit and 
Bail Schedule for Conservation, Environmental Protection, ATV/UTV, Boat, OHM and Snowmobile Violations 
Forfeiture and Criminal Bail Bond Schedule for Conservation, Environmental Protection, ATV/UTV. Boat, OHM and 
Snowmobile Violations. 

Penalties for violations in section 26-27 b-c are outlined in Wisconsin Statutes Chapter NR 45 

Penalties for violations in section 26-27 d are outlined in Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 23 

Penalties for violations in 26-27 e are outlined in Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 26. 

Penalties for violations in section 26-29, 26-30,26-31, 26-32, 26-49, 26-50 are outlined in Wisconsin Statutes 
Chapter NR 45 

Penalties for violations in section 26-33 are outlined in Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 350. 

Penalties for violations in section 26-51 are outlined in Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 30. 

Penalties for violations in section 26-25 are outlined in Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 26 and Wisconsin Statutes 
943.13. 
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